《Whedon’s Commentary on the Bible – 2 Chronicles》(Daniel Whedon)
Commentator

Daniel Whedon was born in 1808 in Onondaga, N.Y. Dr. Whedon was well qualified as a commentator. He was professor of Ancient Languages in Wesleyan University, studied law and had some years of pastoral experience. He was editor of the Methodist Quarterly Review for more than twenty years. Besides many articles for religious papers he was also the author of the well-known and important work, Freedom of the Will. Dr. Whedon was noted for his incisive, vigorous style, both as preacher and writer. He died at Atlantic Highlands, N.J., June 8, 1885.

Whedon was a pivotal figure in the struggle between Calvinism and Arminianism in the nineteenth-centry America. As a result of his efforts, some historians have concluded that he was responsible for a new doctrine of man that was more dependent upon philosophical principles than scripture.

01 Chapter 1 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1 

1. A house for his kingdom — That is, a royal palace.



Verse 3 

3. Huram — The original and more correct form of the name was Hiram. Comp. 2 Samuel 5:11.



Verse 7 

7. Send me… a man cunning to work in gold — A skilled artificer; a master workman. Here we have the specific request for such a workman, which is implied, but not explicitly stated, in Kings.



Verse 13 

13. Of Huram my father’s — The of ( ל in the Hebrew being here merely the sign of the accusative) should be omitted, and the word rendered my father taken as a part of Huram’s name. Thus: I have sent a cunning man… Huram-Abi. If, however, it be preferred to translate the word, Abi, my father, it is to be taken in the sense of my master; that is, my master-workman. Comp. 2 Chronicles 4:16, and Genesis 45:8. See note on 1 Kings 7:13-14.
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11 Chapter 11 

Verse 6 

6. Beth-lehem — The city of David and of Christ. See on Ruth 1:1; Matthew 2:1. 

Etam — Identified by Dr. Robinson with the ruined village Urtas, about a mile south of Beth-lehem. Here he found “traces of an ancient site — the foundations of a square tower, a low thick wall of large squared stones, rocks hewn and scarped, and the like.” Tobler, however, identifies Etam with Ain Attan, a little-south-west of Urtas. Comp. note on Judges 15:8. 

Tekoa — Twelve miles south of Jerusalem. See on 2 Samuel 14:2. All three of these places are mentioned in the Septuagint version of Joshua 15:59, but are wanting in the Hebrew text.



Verse 7 

7. Beth-zur… Soco… Adullam — See Joshua 15:35; Joshua 15:58.



Verse 8 

8. Gath — See note on 1 Samuel 5:8. 

Mareshah… Ziph — Joshua 15:44; Joshua 15:55.



Verse 9 

9. Adoraim — Not mentioned elsewhere in Scripture, but several times in Josephus, and once in the Apocrypha. 1 Maccabees 13:20. Robinson considered its site identical with the modern Dura, some five miles southwest of Hebron. 

Lachish — See on Joshua 10:3. 

Azekah — Joshua 15:35. Its site is unknown.



Verse 10 

10. Zorah — See on Joshua 15:33. 

Aijalon — See on 1 Samuel 14:31. 

Hebron — Joshua 10:3. 

In Judah and in Benjamin — That is. these cities were in the territory now ruled by the kingdom of Judah and Benjamin. None of them were in the tribe-territory of Benjamin, but Benjamin is here mentioned as being identified with the kingdom of Rehoboam. Comp. 2 Chronicles 11:1; 2 Chronicles 11:12; 2 Chronicles 11:23.

THE LEVITES RESORT TO JERUSALEM, 2 Chronicles 11:13-17.

Having mentioned how Rehoboam strengthened the natural defenses of his kingdom, the writer proceeds to show how he received additional strength, of a moral character, by the general coming to him of the priests and Levites, and pious Israelites from all the tribes. Jeroboam’s institution of the calf worship at Beth-el and Dan naturally drove the regular priests and Levites from the northern kingdom. See note on 1 Kings 12:31.



Verse 14 

14. For Jeroboam… cast them off — The priests and Levites probably opposed Jeroboam’s innovations, and for that reason suffered persecution, and many of them may have been obliged to leave their suburbs and possessions.



Verse 15 

15. Ordained him priests — See on 1 Kings 12:31. 

For the devils — לשׂעירים, for the goats. The word is translated satyrs in Isaiah 13:21 ; Isaiah 34:14, and is supposed to have been a goat-shaped deity, a wood-demon, that dwelt in desert places, and was to be appeased by Divine worship. “This superstition,” says Furst, “was probably derived from Egypt, where a goat, (Josephus, Apion, 2:7,) or Pan, who was depicted with a goat’s head and feet, (Herod., 2:46, 145,) was worshipped.” The word is used in Leviticus 4:24; Leviticus 16:9; Numbers 7:16; Numbers 15:24, for the he goat that was sacrificed as a sin offering; but Jeroboam probably meant to recognize and introduce the superstitions of Egypt, and set up images of Pan as well as the calves, though probably not until after his people had become familiar with the calf worship. Comp. note on 1 Kings 12:28.



Verse 16 

16. After them… such as set their hearts to seek the Lord — The more pious Israelites, like the seven thousand that would not worship Baal, (1 Kings 19:18,) were disgusted with Jeroboam’s innovations, and followed their priests and Levites to Jerusalem.



Verse 17 

17. Three years — That is, the kingdom of Judah was strengthened physically and morally by military defenses, and by the resort of the Levites and the purer Israelites to Jerusalem, and continued thus strong for three years. Then began that forsaking of the law (2 Chronicles 12:1) which was punished by Shishak’s invasion.

REHOBOAM’S FAMILY, 2 Chronicles 11:18-23.



Verse 18 

18. Jerimoth the son of David — Since Jerimoth is nowhere else mentioned among the sons of David, he is generally supposed to have been a son of one of David’s concubines.



Verse 21 

21. Eighteen wives, and threescore concubines — See note on 1 Kings 11:3. Rehoboam imitated, but did not go to the extent of, his father’s polygamy. In the number of sons and daughters, however, he far excelled his father.



Verse 22 

22. Made Abijah… chief… to make him king — So he, like his grandfather David, did not select and nominate his oldest son and legal heir (comp. Deuteronomy 21:15-17) for the throne, but the son of his favourite wife.



Verse 23 

23. He dealt wisely — That is, with his other sons, so as to avert the dangers that might have otherwise accrued. Had he not been shrewd and careful so to scatter his children, and give them princely livings in separate cities, they might have had abundant opportunity to become jealous of Abijah, and to plot rebellion. 

Gave them victuals in abundance — So that they might live in princely state, and have no desire to attempt to gain the crown. 

He desired many wives — Rather, he asked for a multitude of wives; that is, wives for his sons, that he might thus further promote their pleasure and contentment. In all these measures Rehoboam showed himself a shrewd and skillful ruler.

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 3 

3. The Lubim — Libyans, Daniel 11:43; probably identical with the Lehabim of Genesis 10:13. They were an African nation, apparently under Egyptian rule, and are repeatedly mentioned in connexion with the Egyptians and Ethiopians. Compare 1 Chronicles 16:8; Nahum 3:9. They peopled the African coast along the Mediterranean, west of Egypt. 

The Sukkiim — “This name does not occur elsewhere. The Seventy, who rendered the word by ‘Troglodytes,’ regarded the Sukkiim probably as the ‘cave-dwellers’ along the western shore of the Red Sea, who are mentioned by Strabo and others; but the conjecture of Gesenius, that the word means ‘tent dwellers,’ is plausible, and would point rather to a tribe of Arabs.” — Rawlinson. The Ethiopians inhabited the country south of Egypt, which was watered by the Upper Nile. Compare 2 Kings 19:9; Esther 1:1.



Verse 5 

5. Shemaiah the prophet — See note on 1 Kings 12:22. The powerful influence of this prophet over the king and the princes is here very noticeable. The time had not yet come when the kings of Judah dared treat Jehovah’s prophets with contempt. Compare 2 Chronicles 16:10; 2 Chronicles 24:19; 2 Chronicles 33:10.



Verse 15 

15. Book of Shemaiah — Probably an account of his life and prophecies written by himself. 

Iddo the seer concerning genealogies — Apparently a different work from that mentioned in 1 Chronicles 9:29. Comp. 2 Chronicles 13:22, and Introduction.

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 2 

2. Michaiah — Probably a copyist’s error for Maachah. 
Daughter of Uriel — And granddaughter of Absalom. 1 Kings 15:2, note.



Verse 3 

3. Set the battle in array — Literally, joined the battle; that is, opened the war; began the fight. 

Jeroboam also set the battle in array — The verb here is different from that translated by the same words above. Abijah began the war in order to punish Jeroboam and Israel for rebellion, and Jeroboam ordered out his army for defense. The numbers 800,000 and 400,000 seem incredibly large; but perhaps the author only meant to designate the forces which each kingdom could command, not to say that all these 1,200,000 were engaged in any one battle. Compare the number of fighting men in David’s time. 2 Samuel 24:9.



Verse 4 

4. Stood up upon mount Zemaraim — A general standing upon an eminence, could, like Jotham on Mount Gerizim, speak so as to be heard by a vast audience below. See note on Judges 9:7. The locality of Mount Zemaraim is uncertain. Some have thought to connect it with the Benjamite town of the same name mentioned in Joshua 18:22. But that was in the Jordan valley, this in Mount Ephraim. It was probably an eminence near the border of the two kingdoms, perhaps not far from Beth-el, near which the great battle was fought. 

Hear me, thou Jeroboam — Abijah vainly thinks to make his enemies see the sin and folly of their separating from the kingdom of David. His speech was one sided, for he failed to observe that the permanency and integrity of David’s kingdom were conditioned upon obedience.



Verse 5 

5. A covenant of salt — The meat-offering was a standing memorial of God’s covenant with man, and could never be lawfully offered without salt.

Leviticus 2:13. Salt, the symbol of perpetuity and incorruptibility, became therefore proverbially associated with the Israelitish notion of a sacred and inviolable covenant. Hence “a covenant of salt” is equivalent to “a holy and inviolable covenant.” Compare Numbers 18:19.



Verse 12 

12. O children of Israel, fight ye not against the Lord God of your fathers — Abijah’s speech, throughout, rings with the true theocratic spirit, but, as mentioned above, it fails to note all the facts involved in the division of the empire of David and Solomon. Its earnest and solemn appeals, however, may have had much to do with the defeat of Israel, for God may have caused it to terrify multitudes of Jeroboam’s warriors.



Verse 17 

17. There fell down slain of Israel five hundred thousand chosen men — These many slain ( חללים, pierced, wounded) probably include both killed and wounded during the whole war; not those who fell in any one engagement.



Verse 18 

18. Israel were brought under — Rather, were humbled. Jehovah saw fit to humble and defeat their pride, and he did so by means of Abijah and his army.



Verse 19 

19. Beth-el with the towns thereof — It must have been a great humiliation to Jeroboam to lose this ancient city, the principal seat of his calf worship. It was subsequently recovered by the northern kingdom, but when and by whom is not recorded. The sites of Jeshanah… and Ephraim are now unknown.



Verse 20 

20. The Lord struck him, and he died — We have elsewhere no intimation that Jeroboam died suddenly or by any special stroke of Divine judgment. He outlived Abijah some two years. But probably the stroke here referred to, and that which hastened Jeroboam’s death, was the fearful prophecy of Ahijah, which foretold the utter extermination of Jeroboam’s house. Comp. 1 Kings 14:7-16.



Verse 22 

22. The story of the prophet Iddo — Rather, the midrash, or commentary of the prophet Iddo. A work apparently different from that “against Jeroboam,” (2 Chronicles 9:29,) and that “concerning genealogies,” (2 Chronicles 14:15,) by the same prophet. The name would seem to show that it was a prophetical work consisting of comments and moral reflections on the ways and acts of the king. See Introduction.

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1 

1. In his days the land was quiet ten years — This was probably the result, largely, of Abijah’s great victory over Jeroboam.



Verse 3 

3. Took away… the high places — This statement, repeated in 2 Chronicles 14:5, seems to be contradicted in 2 Chronicles 15:17, where it is said “the high places were not taken away out of Israel.” This apparent discrepancy is explicable in several ways. Some think that the high places here referred to were those of the strange gods; a possible explanation, though scarcely satisfactory, since no mention of strange gods occurs in 2 Chronicles 14:5, or 2 Chronicles 15:17. We may suppose that Asa succeeded, at one period of his reign, in abolishing all the high places, but that they subsequently appeared again, and he died without seeing his kingdom entirely rid of them. But perhaps the best explanation is, that Asa made the greatest effort to remove the high places from his kingdom, and was largely successful, but, notwithstanding all his efforts, he failed of complete success. The writer does not say that he took away all the high places. Either of these explanations is more rational than to suppose that the writer contradicted himself in the space of a chapter.



Verse 6 

6. Built fenced cities in Judah — He probably restored the fortresses which Shishak had taken and dismantled. Compare 2 Chronicles 12:4. The kingdom of Judah had probably been tributary to Egypt since the time of Shishak’s invasion, (2 Chronicles 12:8-9;) but now Asa discerned a favourable time to throw off this foreign yoke, and “while the land was yet before” them, (2 Chronicles 14:7, that is, unoccupied and unguarded by the Egyptians, so that they could move about in it at pleasure,) he improved his opportunity to fortify his kingdom. 2 Chronicles 14:8 shows also that the number of valiant warriors in Judah and Benjamin was now much greater than it was in Abijah’s reign. Comp. 2 Chronicles 13:3.



Verse 9 

WAR WITH ZERAH THE ETHIOPIAN, 2 Chronicles 14:9-15.

9. Zerah the Ethiopian belonged, probably, to the same dynasty as Shishak, (see note on 1 Kings 11:40; 1 Kings 14:25,) for the composition of his army of “the Ethiopians and the Lubims,” (2 Chronicles 16:8,) the same nations as composed the army of Shishak, (2 Chronicles 12:3,) proves him to have been an Egyptian, not, as some have thought, an Asiatic or Arabian king. He was known as the Ethiopian, doubtless, because he was such by birth, being, as Rawlinson says, the son-in-law, not the son, of his predecessor on the throne of Egypt. Hence he is most probably to be identified with Usarken II., (written also Osarchon,) the third king of the twenty-second dynasty, and the second after Shishak. His object in invading Judah was doubtless to recover to Egypt the cities which Asa had been fortifying, (2 Chronicles 14:6, note,) for Asa’s procedure had been virtually a rebellion against Egypt. 

A thousand thousand — An enormous army, but not larger than other Oriental monarchs have been known to bring into the field. 

Came unto Mareshah — This was one of the cities which Rehoboam had fortified, (2 Chronicles 11:8,) and which Shishak had probably captured. It lay, according to Robinson, (see note on Joshua 15:44,) on a hill a mile and a half south of Eleutheropolis, a spot admirably adapted for a fortress. Here the hill country of Judah borders on the great Philistine plain, and the vast Egyptian army might easily have advanced along the coast, and across the plain as far as Mareshah, without meeting much opposition.



Verse 10 

10. The valley of Zephathah — Dr. Robinson conjectures that this valley may have been the broad wady that runs northwesterly from Eleutheropolis towards Zell es-Safieh, which latter place may bear a trace of the ancient name Zephathah. But this valley seems to be too far away to be spoken of as at Mareshah. Probably some valley nearer the spot above indicated as Mareshah was the place of the battle.



Verse 11 

11. Asa cried unto the Lord — The vast hosts of the enemy made Asa feel that his help and hope lay not in numbers. His prayer and his faith made a deep impression on the minds of his people. 1 Chronicles 16:8.



Verse 12 

12. The Lord smote the Ethiopians — But not without the help of Asa and his Jewish and Benjamite forces. Jehovah inspired his people with faith and their enemies with terror, thus making the former doubly strong and the latter hopelessly weak and fearful.

“Egyptian monuments,” says R. Stuart Poole, “enable us to picture the general disposition of Zerah’s army. The chariots formed the first corps, in a single or double line; behind them, massed in phalanxes, were heavy armed troops; probably on the flanks stood archers and horsemen in lighter formations. Asa, marching down a valley, must have attacked in a heavy column, for none but the most highly disciplined troops can form line from column in the face of an enemy. His spearmen of Judah would compose this column; each bank of the valley would be occupied by the Benjamite archers, like those who came to David, ‘helpers of the war, armed with bows, and could use both the right hand and the left in hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a bow.’ 2 Chronicles 12:1-2. No doubt the Ethiopian, confident in his numbers, disdained to attack the Hebrews, or clear the heights, but waited in the broad valley or the plain. From the account of Abijah’s defeat of Jeroboam, we may suppose that the priests sounded their trumpets, and the men of Judah descended with a shout. 2 Chronicles 13:14-15. The hills and mountains were the favourite camping places of the Hebrews, who usually rushed down upon their more numerous or better disciplined enemies in the plains and valleys.” — SMITH’S Bible Dictionary.


Verse 13 

13. Pursued them unto Gerar — A distance of twenty miles or more, on the way from Mareshah to Egypt. Gerar was an ancient Philistine town, the abode for a time of Abraham and of Isaac. Genesis 20:1; Genesis 26:1. It is probable that Mr. Williams discovered the site of this ancient city in the ruins el Gerar, some three hours south of Gaza, situated in a wady of the same name; but this identification has not yet been confirmed by more recent exploration. It was a nomadic region, and, lying on the borders of the desert, it would be likely to abound in cattle, sheep, and camels. 2 Chronicles 14:15.



Verse 14 

14. They smote all the cities round about Gerar — For probably the inhabitants of these cities were in league with Zerah, and had assisted in this war against Judah. With the much spoil of these cities, Asa was enabled to repair the serious losses his kingdom had sustained by the invasion of Shishak. 2 Chronicles 12:9.

“The defeat of the Egyptian army by Asa,” says Poole, “is without a parallel in the history of the Jews. On no other occasion did an Israelite army meet an army of one of the great powers and defeat it. Shishak was unopposed; Sennacherib was not met in the field; Necho was so met, but overthrew Josiah’s army; Nebuchadnezzar, like Shishak, was only delayed by fortifications. The defeat of Zerah thus is a solitary instance, more of the power of faith than of the bravery of the Hebrews — a single witness that the God of Israel was still the same who had led his people through the Red Sea, and would give them the same aid if they trusted in him.”

15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1 

1. Azariah the son of Oded is mentioned only here. He was probably a member of one of the prophetic schools, and was full of enthusiasm and zeal for Jehovah. He appears, like others of his order, to counsel and admonish kings and princes by the word of the Lord.



Verse 2 

2. Went out to meet Asa — The occasion was one peculiarly appropriate for the prophecy Azariah was about to utter. Returning from a victory which had most manifestly been gained by the help of Jehovah, it was well for him to be solemnly admonished of his responsibilities, and advised (though it might be for the hundredth time) that Jehovah’s mercies were conditioned upon obedience to his law.



Verse 3 

3. Now for a long season — Literally, and many clays to Israel to be without a God of truth, etc. The period here referred to by the long season, or many days, has been variously understood. Some refer it to the kingdom of the ten tribes at that time; others to the past history of the nation, especially the age of the Judges; and others make it a prophecy of the future. No doubt the passage states facts which were true of various periods in the history of Israel, and conveys moral lessons applicable to all times; but it seems more natural for the prophet to speak in this connexion of things which had actually taken place, so as to base his counsels on matters of fact, and the allusions in 2 Chronicles 15:4-6 are most obviously to the state of things often experienced in the times of the Judges. With this more special reference in mind, but at the same time remembering the wider application of the statement, we may convey the true sense of the passage thus: Many a time has Israel been without the true God, etc. 

Without a teaching priest — Israel always had priests enough, such as they were; but many a time were they destitute of wise and pious priests who were competent to instruct the people in the true knowledge of Jehovah. 

Without law — That is, when the law was ill understood and worse observed, and “every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” Judges 17:6; Judges 21:25.



Verse 4 

4. When they in their trouble did turn… he was found — This was often verified in the days of the Judges. Compare Judges 3:9; Judges 3:15; Judges 4:3-7, etc.



Verse 5 

5. No peace… but great vexations — As when the highways were untravelled, (Judges 5:6,) and the people sought asylum in the mountains and caves. Judges 6:2. 

The countries — The various districts of the land of Israel.



Verse 6 

6. Nation… destroyed of nation — “It is quite in harmony with the rhetorical nature of the passage that the contentions of the Israelites among themselves (for example, in the time of the Judges between the inhabitants of Gilead and Ephraim, and between Benjamin and the rest of the tribes, Judges 12:4; Judges 20, 21; and in later times between the two Israelitish kingdoms) should be described as a crushing of one people by the other.” — Bertheau. 
City of city — Comp. Judges 9:45.



Verse 7 

7. Be ye, strong therefore — This was the direct application of Azariah’s prophecy — counsel and exhortation for the king and people to be firm in obedience to Jehovah and in maintaining the honour of his name and law.



Verse 8 

ASA’S REFORMS AND RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT, 2 Chronicles 15:8-19.

8. And the prophecy of Oded the prophet — Here is doubtless a corruption in the text. Either the words of Oded should be omitted, as an interpolation, or else the words Azariah the son (see 2 Chronicles 15:1) should be supplied. 

Took courage — Azariah’s oracle inspired the king with a zeal and enthusiasm even additional to that occasioned by the recent marvellous victory. 

Put away the abominable idols — This effort to clear his realm of idolatry is probably not to be identified with his earlier work of reform described in 1 Chronicles 14:3, but a later effort, inspired and encouraged by his victory over Zerah and by the words of the prophet. It may have been that his earlier efforts were only partially successful, and that Azariah’s oracle reminded him that much remained to be done in the work of reform. 

The cities which he had taken from mount Ephraim — The cities which his father had taken from Jeroboam. 2 Chronicles 13:19. The writer, in his hasty brevity of narration, attributed to Asa what was really the work of his father. See a similar inaccuracy in 2 Chronicles 17:2. 

Renewed the altar — The great brazen altar described in 1 Chronicles 4:1, which stood in the priests’ court before the porch of the temple. Some sixty years had passed since the temple was built, and this altar may, for that reason, have needed repair; or it may have been polluted by idolatry, and therefore needed renewal.



Verse 9 

9. The strangers with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh — The Israelites of these leading tribes of the northern kingdom are here spoken of as strangers. Such estrangement had secession wrought, Many of the more pious Israelites out of the various tribes joined the kingdom of Judah in the days of Rehoboam, but multitudes more came now when they saw that the Lord his God was with Asa. 

And out of Simeon — Most of the tribe of Simeon probably fell to the southern kingdom from the first, but not all the tribe, for there were not a few whose jealousy of Judah and Jerusalem led them to cast in their fortunes with the majority of the nation. Keil remarks that “the Simeonites, though politically united with Judah, yet in religious matters were not so, but had set up in Beersheba a worship of their own similar to that in Beth-el and Dan. In such a case the more earnest and thoughtful people from Simeon, as well as from Ephraim and Manasseh, may have gone to Jerusalem to the sacrificial festival prepared by Asa. In favour of this last supposition we may adduce the fact that the prophet Amos (1 Chronicles 4:4; 1 Chronicles 5:5; 1 Chronicles 8:14) mentions Beer-sheba, along with Beth-el and Gilgal, as a place to which pilgrimages were made by the idolatrous Israelites.”



Verse 12 

12. They entered into a covenant — Compare a like event in the time of Josiah, 2 Chronicles 34:31; 2 Kings 23:3; and in the time of Nehemiah, Nehemiah 10:28-29.



Verse 13 

13. Whosoever would not seek the Lord… should be put to death — The stern requirement of the ancient law. See at Exodus 22:20; Deuteronomy 13:6-17; Deuteronomy 17:2-7.



Verses 16-18 

16-18. These verses are identical with 1 Kings 15:13-15, where see notes.



Verse 17 

17. The high places were not taken away — See note on 2 Chronicles 14:3.



Verse 19 

19. No more war unto the five and thirtieth year of… Asa — This date, and also that of the next verse, (2 Chronicles 16:1,) is undoubtedly erroneous, for in the twenty-sixth year of Asa Baasha was dead, and his son Elah began to reign. 1 Kings 16:8. We think, with Rawlinson, that the simplest emendation is to substitute twentieth for thirtieth in both verses. Then we may suppose that previous to the war with Zerah Asa had ten years of peace, (2 Chronicles 14:1,) and after that war he had peace again until the last year of Baasha’s reign, when the latter undertook the war against Judah mentioned in 2 Chronicles 16:1.

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 7 

7. Hanani the seer — See note on 1 Kings 16:1. This prophet and his son Jehu (compare 1 Chronicles 19:2) were noted for uttering oracles of rebuke and judgment. They boldly stood up before kings to admonish them of their sins, and to proclaim the threatened judgments of the Almighty. 

Therefore is the host… of Syria escaped out of thine hand — Thus the prophet implies that had Asa assumed the defensive, and fought against Baasha and Ben-hadad, the Syrian host would, like the Egyptian under Zerah, have fallen into his hands.



Verse 10 

10. Asa was wroth with the seer — Alas, that he whose heart had been encouraged by the words of Azariah (2 Chronicles 15:8,) could not endure the words of Hanani! 

A prison house — Hebrews, a house of the stocks. Gesenius defines the word rendered stocks “a wooden frame, in which the feet, hands, and neck of a person were so fastened that his body was held bent.” Very different was Rehoboam’s action when the prophet Shemaiah rebuked him and threatened judgment. 2 Chronicles 12:5-6. 

Asa oppressed some of the people the same time — For doubtless some of the people sympathized with Hanani, and were greatly dissatisfied with the king’s measures; for many would clearly see that his league with Syria against Israel would in turn give Ben-hadad an advantage over the kingdom of Judah which might in time become disastrous. Asa attempted to suppress the discontent of the people by oppression.



Verse 12 

12. Diseased in his feet — Perhaps the gout. See note on 1 Kings 15:23. 

Yet in his disease he sought not to the Lord — in his disease, as in war with Baasha, he sought other counsellors than the prophets of Jehovah.



Verse 14 

14. Buried him in his own sepulchres — He for some reason had had private tombs excavated in Jerusalem for himself and family, so that, apparently by his own desire, he was not buried in the tombs of the kings of Judah. 

Laid him in the bed — The niche or grave-chamber of the tomb which had been prepared for the king. 

Sweet odours and divers kinds of spices — The use of large quantities of perfumes and spices, especially at the burial of distinguished persons, was common among the ancient Israelites, as well as among other nations. Eighty pounds of spices are said to have been used at the funeral of Rabbi Gamaliel. At the funeral of Herod the Great five hundred servants attended as spice bearers. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus gave a hundred pounds of myrrh and aloes for the burial of Jesus. See John 19:39, note. 

A very great burning — Not the burning of the dead body, for that practice was very rare in Israel, but a burning of fragrant spices, which was customary at the funerals of kings. Asa’s funeral was distinguished by the unusually large quantity of spices burned on the occasion.

17 Chapter 17 

Verse 1 

1. Strengthened himself against Israel — Asa had shown a fear of Israel, and rather than venture war had hired the help of Ben-hadad, (2 Chronicles 16:1-3;) but his son Jehoshaphat prepared at the beginning of his reign to withstand opposition from his northern neighbour. Rawlinson also suggests that a reason for Jehoshaphat’s strengthening himself against Israel may have been the alliance which Ahab had then recently formed with the king of Zidon by marriage with his daughter Jezebel. 1 Kings 16:31.



Verse 2 

2. Cities of Ephraim, which Asa… had taken — Compare the note on 2 Chronicles 15:8.



Verse 3 

3. The first ways of his father David — The first or earlier ways of David are contrasted with his later ways “in the matter of Uriah,” and his sin in numbering the people. The Septuagint omits the word David, and some have therefore thought it an interpolation, and understand the earlier ways of Asa to be intended.



Verse 4 

4. Not after the doings of Israel — Such as the worship of the golden calves, and more particularly the Baal and Asherah worship, which was at that time gaining strength in the northern kingdom.



Verse 6 

6. His heart was lifted up — That is, exalted with holy faith and courage. 

Took away the high places — Yet, in spite of all his efforts and successes in this matter, the people had become so addicted to these practices that their destruction was not thoroughly secured. See note on 2 Chronicles 14:3, and compare 2 Chronicles 20:33.



Verse 7 

7. He sent to his princes… to teach — He committed the matter of teaching to their oversight and care, and the teaching was done by the Levites and priests, as stated in the next verse. He did well to put down idolatry, but he was wise enough to know that unless the people were instructed, they would soon apostatize again.



Verse 9 

9. The book of the law — Our Pentateuch, in substantially its present form. “Copies of the whole law were, no doubt, scarce; and therefore Jehoshaphat’s commission took care to carry a copy with them.” — Rawlinson.


Verse 14 

14. Three hundred thousand — The numbers in this verse and the four verses following are generally regarded as corrupt. “They imply,” observes the writer last quoted, “a minimum population of 1480 to the square mile, which is more than three times greater than that of any country in the known world. It is probable that the original numbers have been lost, and the loss supplied by a scribe who took 2 Chronicles 14:8, as his basis.”

18 Chapter 18 

Verse 1 

1. Jehoshaphat had riches… and joined affinity with Ahab — Probably his riches and honour begat in him “that bloated luxury which eats the core from manly virtue,” and in a thoughtless hour he proposed to ally the two kingdoms by the marriage of his son Jehoram with Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel. See note on 2 Kings 8:18. This alliance was the source of numerous woes to the kingdom of Judah, and is the darkest stain upon the otherwise fair fame of Jehoshaphat.



Verse 2 

2. Ahab killed sheep and oxen for him — Made for him a grand feast, thus seeking to secure his consent to assist him in the war with Syria. It was by such attention, and also by words of hope and promise, that Ahab persuaded Jehoshaphat to join him in the war.



Verses 3-34 

3-34. The rest of this chapter is parallel with 1 Kings 22:4-39, where see notes.

19 Chapter 19 

Verse 1 

JEHOSHAPHAT REBUKED BY JEHU, 2 Chronicles 19:1-3.

1. Jehoshaphat… returned to his house in peace — That is, safe, personally uninjured in the battle in which Ahab lost his life.



Verse 2 

2. Jehu — This prophet had previously exercised his office in the kingdom of Israel, and had foretold the doom of Baasha. 1 Kings 16:1, note. 

Went out to meet him — As he was returning to his house from the war. So Azariah went out to meet Asa as the latter returned from the war with Zerah. 2 Chronicles 15:2. But Jehu received a better treatment from Jehoshaphat than his father Hanani had received from Asa. 2 Chronicles 16:10. 

Shouldest thou help the ungodly — Such as the idolatrous Ahab, whose kingdom is so largely given over to the worship of Baal and Ashtoreth. 

Love them that hate the Lord — Jehoshaphat’s affinity with Ahab’s family by marriage exposed him to this charge of loving those that hated Jehovah. Jezebel, and all whom she could influence, seem to have had a hatred towards Jehovah and his worshippers. Comp. 1 Kings 18:4; 1 Kings 19:2. 

Wrath upon thee — Jehovah’s indignation, which will result in future woes to Judah.



Verse 3 

3. Nevertheless — The seer has for Jehoshaphat words of encouragement as well as words of blame, and reminds the king that in taking away the groves [the Asherah images, 1 Kings 14:15, note] he had shown the true theocratic spirit, which would not fail to be recognized and blessed of God. And this oracle of blame and of praise inspired the king to attempt further reforms.



Verse 4 

JEHOSHAPHAT’S FURTHER REFORMS, 2 Chronicles 19:4-11.

4. He went out again through the people — The again refers to his previous reforms described in chapter 17. In spite of all his efforts to obliterate idolatry, here and there throughout the kingdom the idol images and worship on “the high places” would again and again appear. Comp. 2 Chronicles 20:33.



Verse 5 

5. Set judges in the land… city by city — Appointed local magistrates in all the principal cities to attend to the administration of justice, according to the directions of the law. Deuteronomy 16:18-20. Probably Jehoshaphat discovered irregularities and wrongs in the administration of justice, such as respect of persons, and taking of bribes, (2 Chronicles 19:7,) and he accordingly undertook an extensive reform in the matter, and solemnly charged his newly-appointed judges to exercise their office in the fear of Jehovah.



Verse 8 

8. Jerusalem… Levites… priests… chief of the fathers — From this we need not suppose that no Levites, or priests, or chief fathers were made judges in the other cities. Probably the judges in every city were selected from one or all of these three classes. Comp. 2 Chronicles 23:4; 2 Chronicles 2 Chronicles26:29, notes. But at Jerusalem was the supreme tribunal, to which cases came for final decision. 

For the judgment of the Lord — Equivalent to “all matters of the Lord,” in 2 Chronicles 19:11; that is, all matters pertaining to religion and the worship of Jehovah. 

And for controversies — Civil suits, as distinguished from religions or ecclesiastical; called in 2 Chronicles 19:11, “all the king’s matters.” 

When they returned to Jerusalem — Rather, and they returned, etc.

That is, the king and his attendants, who went out (2 Chronicles 19:4) from Jerusalem to settle the judicial interests of the kingdom, returned. This sentence ought to be connected with the verse immediately following.



Verse 10 

10. Between law and commandment, statutes and judgments — “That is, in cases where the matter concerns the interpretation and application of the law, and its individual commands, statutes, and judgments, to particular crimes; wherever, in short, there is any doubt by what particular provision of the law the case in hand should be decided.” — Keil.


Verse 11 

11. Amariah the chief priest — This dignitary would naturally and of right have oversight of all questions concerning religion and worship, as Zebadiah… the ruler of the house of Judah, (that is, the tribal prince, and probably oldest and most honoured representative of his tribe,) would have oversight of all civil suits that came to Jerusalem. 

Matters of the Lord… king’s matters — See the note on 2 Chronicles 19:8.

20 Chapter 20 

Verse 1 

VICTORY OVER MOAB AND AMMON, 2 Chronicles 19:1-11.

1. Moab, and… Ammon — These nations on the east of the Dead Sea seem to have made no attempt against the kingdom of Judah since the time of their disastrous defeat by David. Comp. 2 Samuel 8:2; 2 Samuel 12:26-30. 

Besides the Ammonites — This is doubtless a corrupt reading, and by a simple transposition of letters in the Hebrew text we have Mennim, or Maonites, instead of Ammonites. The Maonites, or Mehunims, seem to have been a nomadic tribe in the vicinity of Mount Seir. Comp. 2 Chronicles 26:7; 1 Chronicles 4:41; and Judges 10:12. Instead of besides the Ammonites, we should read, then, and with them some of the Maonites.


Verse 2 

2. From beyond the sea — That is, the Dead Sea. 

On this side Syria — Better, from Edom. The reading מארם, from Aram, or Syria, is so unsuitable that there is sufficient reason to substitute מאדם, from Edom. Compare the same error in the text of 2 Samuel 8:13 . The invading army approached Jerusalem from the direction of Edom, having marched around the southern end of the Dead Sea. Hazazon-tamar was the more ancient name of En-gedi, the modern Ain Jidy, on the western shore of the Dead Sea. See at Genesis 14:7, and Joshua 15:62.



Verse 5 

5. Before the new court — This was probably the outer, or great court, (2 Chronicles 4:9,) where the people were wont to assemble. It is spoken of as in the house of the Lord, because it belonged to, and so was a part of, the temple in the wider sense in which the term house of Jehovah was sometimes used. It is called the new court, either because it had recently been repaired and renovated by Asa or Jehoshaphat, or because it was a later arrangement than the inner court of the priests. The tabernacle had only one court, but Solomon or David seems to have planned this second or outer court as something new. Jehoshaphat stood before this new court, that is, at its entrance into the inner court, and there, in the presence of the congregation, offered the beautiful and appropriate prayer that follows.



Verses 6-12 

6-12. This prayer should be compared with that of Asa, (2 Chronicles 14:11,) and parts of Solomon’s at the dedication of the temple. 2 Chronicles 6:28-31.



Verse 14 

14. Jahaziel… of Mattaniah — This Mattaniah is generally supposed to be the same as Nethaniah, mentioned in 1 Chronicles 25:2; 1 Chronicles 25:12. By the gift of the Spirit on this occasion Jahaziel became immortal in the history of Israel, and so the chronicler was careful to register his genealogy. He was lifted from the rank of a mere singer to that of a most distinguished prophet of Jehovah.



Verse 16 

16. They come up by the cliff of Ziz — Better, the ascent, or pass, of Hazziz. This was the rocky mountain pass above Ain Jidy, that leads from the shore of the Dead Sea at that point up into the hill country of Judah. The name still lingers in the tract of table land called el Husassah. just northwest of the pass towards Tekoa. So these enemies of Judah came “by the very same route,” says Robinson, “which is taken by the Arabs in their marauding expeditions at the present day, along the shore as far as to Ain Jidy, and then up the pass and so northwards below Tekoa.” 

The brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel — This brook, or valley, was one of the wadies running from the vicinity of Tekoa to the Dead Sea — perhaps the Wady Jehar, whose name may be the representative of the ancient Jeruel, and the desert of Jeruel must have corresponded nearly with the modern tract el-Husassah.



Verse 17 

17. Stand… and see the salvation of the Lord — So Moses commanded Israel when Jehovah was about to destroy their enemies in the Red Sea. Compare Exodus 14:13-14.



Verse 19 

19. The Korhites — Descendants of Korah, who was also a son of Kohath, but mentioned particularly here, as it would seem, on account of the prominence of his children on this occasion.



Verse 20 

20. Wilderness of Tekoa — Tekoa was situated on a broad eminence twelve miles south of Jerusalem, (see note on 2 Samuel 14:2,) and the wilderness here referred to was the desert country that lay just beyond it towards the Dead Sea. Thus it corresponded very nearly with “the wilderness of Jeruel,” 2 Chronicles 20:10.



Verse 21 

21. And that should praise the beauty of holiness — Literally, and those singing praise according to the beauty of holiness. The versions and interpreters have expressed this passage variously. Bertheau, Keil, and Rawlinson understand a reference to the beautiful garments and holy attire of the singers. But it seems better to understand the beauty (or ornament) of holiness in the spiritual sense of the blessed and beautiful state of soul in which these singers praised Jehovah.



Verse 22 

22. The Lord set ambushments against… Ammon, Moab… mount Seir — The word rendered ambushments is מארבים, liers in wait. Compare Judges 9:29 . A measure of uncertainty must ever rest upon the question, Who were these liers in wait? They were not men of Judah, for these were not to fight. 2 Chronicles 20:15; 2 Chronicles 20:17. Nor were they portions of the invading army, who, by mistake, fell to fighting one another, for such could not be properly called liers in wait. Many expositors, ancient and modern, think that they were angels sent by God to confuse and overthrow the enemies of his people. But it would be very strange for the sacred writer to call angels “liers in wait.” Had he meant angels he would most likely have said so. More probably the ambush was composed of a band of daring marauders, not belonging to either army, who, greedy for spoil, attacked the combined army unexpectedly and with such fury as to put them all in confusion, and “every man’s sword was turned against his fellow.” Compare Judges 7:22, and 1 Samuel 14:20. Perhaps these marauders themselves perished in the general fray. In all this the sacred writer saw the hand of Jehovah.



Verse 23 

23. Ammon and Moab stood up against… Seir — The fight first turned almost wholly against the Maonites from the vicinity of Mount Seir, (note on 2 Chronicles 20:1,) and when they were utterly cut off the Ammonites and Moabites went to destroying one another.



Verse 24 

24. Watchtower in the wilderness — The tower near Tekoa, which commanded a wide view over the neighbouring desert. Compare 2 Chronicles 26:10; 2 Kings 9:17, note.



Verse 26 

26. The valley of Berachah — That is, the valley of blessing, so called from the blessings and rejoicings of that day. This valley is doubtless to be identified with the modern Wady Bereikut, lying a little west of Tekoa.



Verse 28 

28. They came to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps — It was one of the most magnificent triumphal enterings into Jerusalem that had ever been witnessed, and it was celebrated accordingly.



Verses 31-37 

31-37. Compare notes on the parallel passage, 1 Kings 22:41-49.



Verse 34 

34. Who is mentioned in the book of the kings — Literally, as in the margin, who was made to ascend on the book, etc. The Septuagint renders it, who wrote, or described, ( κατεγραψεν,) the book of the kings. Vulgate, the words of Jehu the son of Hanani, which he arranged (digessit) in the books of the kings of Israel. But most modern critics take the words to mean that Jehu’s work was incorporated in the book of the kings of Israel.



Verse 37 

37. Eliezer… prophesied against Jehoshaphat — This fact is mentioned only by the chronicler, and shows that Jehoshaphat was twice censured by the prophets for his connexion with the kingdom of Israel. Compare the rebuke of Jehu in 2 Chronicles 19:2-3. These rebukes, and the evils which resulted from his alliance with the northern kingdom, are a cloud upon the memory of Jehoshaphat, but, on the whole, the general character of his administration was, as Stanley observes, “such as to leave behind the recollection of a reign of proverbial splendour.”

21 Chapter 21 

Verse 11 

11. He made high places in the mountains — Thus undoing, or setting at naught, the labours of his pious father, who had exerted himself with marked though not complete success, (compare 2 Chronicles 17:6; 2 Chronicles 20:33,) to take away this stone of stumbling from Israel. 

Caused… Jerusalem to commit fornication — A common scriptural metaphor for idolatry. 

Compelled Judah — In thus using violence to seduce the people to idolatry, Jehoram was probably influenced by his wife, Athaliah, who would fain have introduced a foreign idolatry into the kingdom of Judah as her mother Jezebel had done into the kingdom of Israel.



Verse 12 

12. There came a writing to him from Elijah — Here it appears that Elijah was still on earth in the days of Jehoram, and after the death of Jehoshaphat. Though we might naturally infer the contrary from the order of the narrative in 2 Kings, where Elijah’s ascension is recorded before the reign of Jehoram, yet such an inference is by no means necessary. The writer of Kings wished to group together the miracles of Elisha, and it was natural for him first to record the ascension of that master, Elijah, whose spirit rested so mightily upon his successor. So in his account of Elijah’s departure and of Elisha’s miracles he did not aim for chronological order, but for the grouping of certain assimilated facts. Some expositors, however, think that as Elijah committed the anointing of Hazael and Jehu (compare 1 Kings 19:15-16, with 2 Kings 8:13; 2 Kings 9:1-3, notes) to his servant Elisha, he may also have commissioned Elisha, or some other prophet, to announce, after his ascension, this threatening prophecy to Jehoram; and so, coming from that departed prophet, whose name had been a terror to Ahab, it would be like a voice from the other world calling to the wicked king of Judah. But this hypothesis seems to be entirely unnecessary, for there is no valid evidence that Elijah had yet ascended. His ministry was chiefly in the northern kingdom, and hence this is the only notice we have of him in Chronicles; but it shows that he did not overlook the religious interests of Judah.

The prophet’s epistle charges upon Jehoram two great crimes — 1) his compelling Judah into idolatry, and 2) the slaughter of his brethren. And for these crimes he announces a twofold punishment — 1) a stroke of Divine judgment upon his people, children, wives, and goods, (2 Chronicles 21:14,) and 2) a dreadful, incurable disease. 2 Chronicles 21:15.



Verse 14 

14. A great plague — Margin, a great stroke. It was the judgment of disastrous war, as shown in 2 Chronicles 21:16-17.



Verse 15 

15. Great sickness by disease of thy bowels — Appropriate punishment for him who had no “bowels of compassion” for his own brethren, who were better than himself. Jehoram’s “incurable disease,” as described in this verse and in 2 Chronicles 21:18-19, must have been of the most loathsome and excruciating character. “Trusen holds this disease to have been a violent dysentery, being an inflammation of the nervous tissue of the whole great intestine, which causes the overlying mucous membrane to decay and peel off, which then falls out often in tube-shape, so that the intestines appear to fall from the body.” — Keil.


Verse 16 

16. The Philistines, and… Arabians — These nations had been tributary to Jehoshaphat, (2 Chronicles 17:11,) but under his wicked son they revolted, and Jehovah used them as his rod of anger to punish Jehoram, as he had foretold. 2 Chronicles 21:14. “Southern Arabia was originally occupied by Cushites, or Ethiopians, (Genesis 10:7,) whose descendants still exist in the modern Mahra, a remnant of the Himyaritic Arabs. ‘The Arabians that were near the Ethiopians’ were probably Joktanean Arabs from the neighbourhood of these Cushites.” — Rawlinson.


Verse 17 

17. Brake into it — Made a forcible irruption into the kingdom, and captured many of the chief cities, if not Jerusalem itself. 

Carried away all the substance that was found in the king’s house, and his sons also, and his wives — This most naturally implies the capture of Jerusalem and the plunder of the royal palace. And yet, it must be confessed, that such a plunder of the capital city is usually described in a more direct and unmistakable way. Compare 2 Chronicles 12:9; 2 Chronicles 25:24 : 2 Kings 14:13. Keil therefore argues that the capital was not captured, and that “the substance that was found in the king’s house” was the treasures belonging to the king’s family, which were stored in various cities, villages, and castles of the kingdom. 1 Chronicles 27:25. He supposes also that the king’s sons and wives were captured, not in Jerusalem, but in the camp of the men of Judah, (2 Chronicles 22:1,) where they were surprised and taken by the enemy. Owing to the brevity of the narrative, the exact sense is somewhat obscure; but we cannot resist the conviction that the king of Judah’s wives would scarcely have been found in the camp, and the whole passage is most easily and naturally explained by supposing that, on this occasion as on a number of others, Jerusalem was broken into, and largely plundered by the invading forces.



Verse 19 

19. His people made no burning for him — As they did for Asa his grandfather. 2 Chronicles 16:14, note.



Verse 20 

20. Departed without being desired — That is, unregretted, unwept, unhonoured. His people were rather glad to be rid of such a king. 

Not in the sepulchres of the kings — Those tombs, it was thought, would have been dishonoured and defiled by the burial there of one so abandoned and accursed of Jehovah.

22 Chapter 22 

23 Chapter 23 

24 Chapter 24 

Verse 15 

15. A hundred and thirty years old — Longevity without parallel since the days of the patriarchs. Compare Genesis 47:9. A number of critics, however, regard the number as corrupt, and propose to substitute one hundred and three, or eighty-three. This aged priest had been as a sun and a shield to his people. He had preserved the royal seed of David from destruction, delivered the kingdom from the curse of Athaliah’s rule, exalted Joash to the throne, and counseled him in the ways of Jehovah, and lived long to guard and strengthen his reign. Well might a grateful people bury him “among the kings,” and remember and chronicle the “good” he had done in Israel. The death of this high priest is mentioned as the turning-point in the reign of Joash. When his priestly friend and counsellor was gone, he was soon led astray by evil advisers, and thus brought judgment upon himself and his people.

DEFECTION AND WICKEDNESS OF THE KING AND THE PEOPLE, 2 Chronicles 24:17-22.



Verse 17 

17. The princes of Judah — Whether these were the same who assisted in the overthrow of Athaliah, or a younger class of men, we have no means of knowing. Probably, however, they were the sons of those who helped Joash to the throne, and had grown tired of Jehoiada’s rigid observance of the law, and wished for a change.



Verse 18 

18. They left — King and princes left, and multitudes of the people soon followed them. 

Left the house of the Lord — Forsook the temple service. 

Groves and idols — The Asherah worship involved idolatry. See note on 1 Kings 14:15.



Verse 20 

20. Zechariah the son of Jehoiada — The son and successor of the aged priest nobly stood above the people, (that is, took a bold and elevated position before them,) and rebuked their evil ways, and so became a martyr. The memory of this dark crime became fixed in Jewish tradition, and according to the Talmud, the martyrs’ blood continued to bubble, like blood yet warm, upon the pavement of the court, until the temple was destroyed by Nebuzaradan, who, it is said, slew eighty thousand young priests to avenge the blood of Zechariah. This legend shows what a hold the martyrdom of the high priest took upon the Jewish mind. The “Zacharias, son of Barachias,” to whom our Lord referred, is to be identified with this Zechariah. See Matthew 23:35, note. His blood, crying from the ground like that of Abel, was heard yet in Messiah’s day, as if repeating, “The Lord look upon it, and require it.” 2 Chronicles 24:22.

The writer proceeds to show that Joash and his people were speedily punished for their sins by the Syrian invasion, and the king himself soon after fell by the hand of assassins. The remainder of the chapter is to be compared with 2 Kings 12:17-21. One writer supplements the other, though both accounts are brief. The difference in the names of the conspirators (2 Chronicles 24:26) is doubtless owing to a corruption of the text.

25 Chapter 25 

26 Chapter 26 

Verse 2 

2. Built Eloth — Commonly written Elath; situated on the eastern arm of the Red Sea. See on 2 Kings 14:22. 

After that the king slept with his fathers — That is, after the king Amaziah, his father, slept with his fathers. These words indicate that Uzziah fortified Elath at the beginning of his reign, and soon after his father’s decease, and the work seems to have been a very notable act of his reign.



Verse 5 

5. He sought God in the days of Zechariah — Of this Zechariah we know nothing more than that he had understanding in the visions of God. He was a prophet, perhaps also a priest, who acted as a spiritual adviser to the king. 

As long as he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper — Thus the chronicler continually impresses upon his reader the moral lessons of history.



Verse 6 

6. Warred against the Philistines — He would avenge, and, as far as possible, restore, the losses his kingdom had sustained from these enemies in Jehoram’s time. Compare 2 Chronicles 21:16-17. 

Brake down the wall of Gath — This city had been taken by Hazael of Syria in the days of Joash. 2 Kings 12:17. 

Jabneh — Represented in the modern Yebna, near the Philistine coast. The same as Jabneel in Joshua 15:11, where see note. 

Ashdod — The most powerful of the Philistine cities. See note on Joshua 11:22.



Verse 7 

7. And against the Arabians — These also injured Israel in the days of Jehoram. 2 Chronicles 21:16. The position of Gur-baal is unknown; but from its association here with the Mehunims, we infer that it was somewhere in the vicinity of Mount Seir. On the Mehunims, or Maonites, see notes on 2 Chronicles 20:1; 1 Chronicles 4:41; and Judges 10:12.



Verse 8 

8. The Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah — That is, they paid tribute to him, as the Philistines and Arabians had done to Jehoshaphat. 2 Chronicles 17:11.



Verse 9 

9. Built towers… at the corner gate — Thus repairing and fortifying the city at the places where it had been broken down by Joash. 2 Chronicles 25:23; 2 Kings 14:13, note. 

The valley gate — The gate opening westward into the valley of Hinnom, probably at the place of the modern Jaffa gate. 

The turning of the wall — Perhaps a bend or angle in the wall near the northeast corner of Zion. See note on Nehemiah 3:19.



Verse 10 

10. Towers in… desert — Such towers were a necessity on exposed frontiers, where marauding parties were wont to surprise and plunder all who kept not a lookout against such plunderers. Compare 2 Chronicles 20:24; 2 Kings 9:17; 2 Kings 17:9. 

Digged many wells — Better as the margin, cut out many cisterns. In a desert country, where there are no springs, it was necessary to form such cisterns to catch and hold rain water, which falls in Palestine only in winter months. 

The low country — The Shephelah, or plain of Philistia, whose territory Uzziah had conquered, 2 Chronicles 26:6. 

The plains — Hebrew, the mishor; the upland plateau beyond the Jordan. 

In Carmel — In this connexion the margin is the better rendering, in the fruitful fields, for Mount Carmel was not under Uzziah’s control.

He loved husbandry — Literally, loved the ground; but the common version gives the true sense. The whole verse testifies to the agricultural enterprise of Uzziah.



Verse 14 

14. Habergeons — Coats of mail. See note on 1 Samuel 17:5.



Verse 15 

15. Engines… to shoot arrows and great stones — These must have been of somewhat similar construction to the Roman balista and catapults — enormous bows or springs, set in a wooden framework, and so contrived as to hurl with the greatest violence both darts and stones.



Verse 16 

16. When he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction — His great power, wealth, and fame fostered in him a disposition to feel that nothing was too good for him and nothing was above him. Thus “pride” went “before destruction… a haughty spirit before a fall.” 

Went into the temple… to burn incense — “With a lofty feeling of his power, Uzziah wished to make himself high priest of his kingdom, like the kings of Egypt and of other nations.” — Keil. Here was Uzziah’s great sin. It is not mentioned in Kings, though its punishment is mentioned there. Such sacrilege and invasion of the priest’s office demanded the opposition from the priests and the punishment from God, which it so promptly received.



Verse 18 

18. They withstood Uzziah — Azariah and his assistants were too frail of zeal and respect for the law and service of Jehovah not to resist such high-handed offence.



Verse 19 

19. The leprosy even rose up in his forehead — A judgment as sudden and signal as that which smote Miriam and Gehazi. Numbers 12:10; 2 Kings 5:27. The offence was such as to demand swift and signal retribution.



Verse 21 

21. A several house — Free from, or apart from, others, as the law required. Leviticus 13:46; Numbers 5:3. See note on 2 Kings 15:5. Jotham his son was over the king’s house — Thus the son was pro-rex some time before his father’s death.



Verse 23 

23. In the field of the burial — In 2 Kings 15:7, we have simply, “they buried him with his fathers in the city of David.” But here it appears that he was not buried in the royal sepulchre, but in a burial plot belonging to the kings. This was doubtless on account of his leprosy.

27 Chapter 27 

28 Chapter 28 

Verse 23 

23. He sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus — This occurred during the progress of the Syrian wars, and before the fall of Damascus. Compare note on 2 Kings 16:10. Among the gods of Damascus which Ahaz worshipped were Rimmon (2 Kings 5:18) and Hadad.



Verse 24 

24. Shut up… doors of the house of the Lord — This, of course, suspended the temple service, and so matters remained till the first year of Hezekiah, Comp. 2 Chronicles 29:3; 2 Chronicles 29:7. Ahaz seems to have acted on the thought that the erection of altars in every corner of Jerusalem rendered the service of the temple superfluous, and so he closed its doors, put out the sacred lamps, and brought its daily service to an end. So in wickedness and idolatry Ahaz surpassed all his predecessors in Jerusalem. On account of his great wickedness he was not buried in the royal sepulchre.

29 Chapter 29 

Verse 3 

RESTORATION OF THE TEMPLE SERVICE, 2 Chronicles 29:3-36.

3. He in the first year… first month, opened the doors — The first month is here to be understood of the first month of the Jewish year, the first of Abib, or Nisan. Comp. 2 Chronicles 30:2-3. But the first month of Hezekiah’s reign may also, at least in part, have synchronized with the month Nisan. The reformatory character of Hezekiah’s reign was thus signalized at its very beginning by an act which must have cheered every pious heart in the realm. The shutting of the doors of the temple, and the consequent suspension of the sacred service, (comp. 2 Chronicles 29:7,) had been one of the most presumptuous sins of Ahaz. 2 Chronicles 28:24. 

Repaired them — By plating and overlaying them with gold, and probably other kinds of metal. See 2 Kings 18:16, note. This verse is a summary statement of what Hezekiah did at the beginning of his reign, and is not to be thought of as taking place before the gathering of the priests and Levites, and the address to them contained in 2 Chronicles 29:4-11.



Verse 4 

4. Into the east street — Probably the same as “the street of the house of God,” (Ezra 10:9,) the broad open place before the temple, either in the outer court, or on the east of it.



Verse 5 

5. Sanctify now yourselves — That is, ceremonially, by purifying yourselves from all legal defilement. This was necessary in order that they might properly sanctify the house of the Lord by removing from it all its defilements. Comp. 1 Chronicles 15:12-14. 

Carry forth the filthiness — The abominations of idolatry which Ahaz had introduced, and also the dust and dirt that had accumulated there. Comp. 2 Chronicles 29:16, note.



Verse 6 

6. Our fathers have trespassed — He calls no names, but means Ahaz and his contemporaries.



Verse 7 

7. Shut up the doors — See 2 Chronicles 28:24, note.



Verse 8 

8. The wrath of the Lord was upon Judah — The afflictions which are mentioned in this verse and the following were those which Judah suffered under the reign of Ahaz, and which are described in the previous chapter. 

To astonishment — An object of such great ruin as to astonish beholders. 

To hissing — An object of scornful derision.



Verse 11 

11. My sons — The king speaks kindly, as the father of all the people whom he rules. 

Be not negligent — Literally, do not go astray.


Verse 15 

15. By the words of the Lord — The exact sense of this phrase is here doubtful. It may mean, either that the king’s commandment was given by inspiration of God or was based upon the words of his law; or דברי, rendered words, may here mean things, and the meaning be as expressed in the margin, in the business of the Lord: that is, the king’s commandment in respect to the Lord’s matters, namely, the cleansing of the temple. This last is on the whole the more preferable exposition. Comp. chap. 2 Chronicles 30:12 .



Verse 16 

16. Brought out all the uncleanness — The Hebrew word rendered uncleanness, here, is different from that rendered filthiness in 2 Chronicles 29:5, and seems to include other things besides idolatrous objects. But in what all this uncleanness and filthiness consisted we are not told.



Verse 17 

17. They began on the first day… and in the sixteenth day… they made an end — Their exact order of procedure is to be gathered from the whole passage, and the supposable natural order of things. First, of course, the priests and Levites were assembled and addressed by the king, (2 Chronicles 29:4-11;) next they sanctified themselves, (2 Chronicles 29:15;) then they proceeded to repair the doors and cleanse the courts of the temple, and had this work done on the eighth day of the month. The cleansing of the temple itself occupied another eight days, so it was not until the sixteenth of the month that their work was accomplished.



Verse 19 

19. The vessels, which… Ahaz… cast away — See 2 Chronicles 28:24. 2 Chronicles 29:20-36 describe the rededication of the temple, and should be compared with our author’s description of its first dedication by Solomon, especially the passages, 2 Chronicles 5:11-14; 2 Chronicles 7:4-11. The passage calls for no verbal comments, but we should note with what emphasis it is stated in 2 Chronicles 29:24 that an atonement and sin offering were made for “all Israel,” as if at this new dedication of the temple they would obliterate the memory of old national strifes and divisions, and consecrate the whole nation as an unbroken community to God.

In public national offerings it was customary for the priests to slay and flay the victims, but on this occasion “the priests were too few,” (2 Chronicles 29:34,) and were accordingly helped by “their brethren the Levites.” We are also informed that the Levites were more upright and prompt to purify themselves from past defilement than the priests. It is commonly supposed that the priests had been more implicated in the idolatrous practices of Ahaz than the Levites, and therefore many of them were slow of heart to respond to Hezekiah’s call to sanctify themselves. Urijah, the high priest, sacrilegiously participated in the impieties of Ahab. Comp. 2 Kings 16:11; 2 Kings 16:16.

30 Chapter 30 

Verse 1 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE PASSOVER.
1. Hezekiah sent to all Israel — Already had he caused an atonement to be made for “all Israel,” (2 Chronicles 29:24,) and now he seeks by special invitations to urge the several tribes of the northern kingdom to unite with Judah at the ancient temple in keeping the passover. Ephraim and Manasseh, though a part of all Israel, are specifically mentioned because of their historical importance.



Verse 2-3 

2, 3. 

To keep the passover in the second month — The law expressly allowed those to keep the passover in the second month who, for special reasons, were unable to keep it in the first. Those reasons were uncleanness by reason of a dead body, and absence on a journey afar off. See Numbers 9:10-11. At that time, that is, in the first month, both these reasons, virtually, prevented most of the nation from holding the passover, because the priests had not sanctified themselves sufficiently, neither had the people gathered themselves together to Jerusalem. So the priests were ceremonially unclean, and the people were absent.



Verse 5 

5. They had not done it of a long time — לרב, here rendered of a long time, means rather, in a multitude, or in great numbers. The sense of the passage is, that the Israelites of the whole land had not observed the passover in a great multitude, as directed in the law. The law required the excision of every one who neglected the passover. Numbers 9:13 .



Verse 6 

6. The posts — Hebrew, the runners; probably officers of the royal bodyguard. 

The remnant of you, that are escaped out of the hand of the kings of Assyria — This passage by no means necessarily implies the downfall of the northern kingdom, nor does any thing in the history of this passover necessitate or require the conclusion of Keil, that it was held subsequent to the final captivity of the ten tribes; for Pul, and Tiglath-pileser, (1 Chronicles 5:26,) and Shalmaneser, (2 Kings 17:3,) had carried many Israelites into exile before the first year of Hezekiah’s reign.



Verse 10 

10. They laughed them to scorn — They had no mind for reunion, and years of alienation and false worship had prepared them to treat with derision Hezekiah’s proposition.



Verse 11 

11. Nevertheless, divers of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun… came to Jerusalem — Also, as appears from 2 Chronicles 30:18, certain representatives of Ephraim and Issachar were present, so that, with Judah and Benjamin, at least seven of the ancient tribes were represented at this passover.



Verse 14 

14. Took away the altars that were in Jerusalem — That is, the numerous idolatrous altars that had been erected by Ahaz. 2 Chronicles 28:24.



Verse 15 

15. The priests and the Levites were ashamed — Because of their uncleanness and their lack of zeal for Jehovah’s worship. The zeal of others, and the thought of their own tendency to idolatry, put them to the blush. In 2 Chronicles 30:3, and 2 Chronicles 29:34, we learn that the delinquents were chiefly priests; but here it appears that there were Levites also who had not sufficiently sanctified themselves. 

Sanctified themselves — Or, had sanctified themselves; that is, previously to the fourteenth day of the month, so that they were ceremonially fit on that day to minister in the passover offerings. 

Into the house of the Lord — Into the court of burnt offerings, where the brazen altar stood.



Verse 16 

16. They stood in their place after their manner — Priest and Levite occupied each his prescribed place, and performed each his prescribed work according to the law — the priests to sprinkle the blood, (see Leviticus 1:5; Leviticus 3:2,) the Levites to assist in any work that might be required. In the present instance the Levites killed the paschal victims. 2 Chronicles 30:17. “According to the Mishna, the custom was for the priests to stand in two rows extending from the altar to the outer court, where the people were assembled. As each offerer slew his lamb the blood was caught in a basin, which was handed to the nearest priest, who passed it on to his neighbour, and he to the next; the blood was thus conveyed to the altar, at the base of which it was thrown by the last priest in the row. While basins full of blood were thus passed up, empty basins were passed down in a constant succession, so that there was no pause or delay.” — Rawlinson.


Verse 17 

17. The Levites had the charge of the killing — This was because the people were not sufficiently sanctified to slay their own paschal lambs. Ordinarily the offerer slew his own victim.



Verse 18 

18. Many of Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves — Being at a distance and unfamiliar with the ceremonial requirements, they had nevertheless responded to Hezekiah’s call, (2 Chronicles 30:11,) and the king decided that in their case an exception should be made, and he accordingly prayed the Lord to pardon the defect. In this prayer of Hezekiah we note that loftier view of worship which discerns, in the pure desire of an humble heart, something better than bondage to the mere letter of the law.



Verse 20 

20. Healed the people — Their ceremonial and moral defilement is spoken of as a sickness. They were healed of their religious infirmity.



Verse 22 

22. Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites — Hebrew, spoke to the heart. He spoke encouraging and cheering words to them, commending their zeal and wisdom. 

That taught the good knowledge of the Lord — Rather, who were proficient in a good understanding of Jehovah; that is, well skilled to perform their part of the sanctuary service.



Verse 26 

26. Since the time of Solomon… there was not the like in Jerusalem — At the dedication of the temple Solomon had held a feast fourteen days, (chap. 2 Chronicles 7:9,) and probably this was the first time since then that any feast had been continued fourteen days in Jerusalem. Neither had there been since Solomon’s day a passover at which so many of the tribes had been represented, and over which there had been such enthusiasm and general joy.

31 Chapter 31 

Verse 1 

DESTRUCTION OF IDOLATRY, 2 Chronicles 31:1.

1. All Israel that were present — All the representatives of the Israelitish nation that were present at the passover just described. Hezekiah deemed this a most appropriate occasion to overthrow idolatry in his kingdom, and as far beyond it as he might be able, and lost no time in turning the present religious zeal of the people to this object. Having already purged Jerusalem from idolatry, (2 Chronicles 30:14,) he now proceeded first to the cities of Judah, and destroyed all idolatrous images and altars that he found, and put an end to all idolatrous practices in the boundaries of Judah and Benjamin. Then he carried his iconoclasm even into Ephraim also and Manasseh, for probably the representatives of these tribes who had been at the passover were now so filled with zeal for the pure worship of Jehovah that they were unwilling that Hezekiah’s reforms should be confined solely to the southern kingdom; and such was their energy and fury in this work, and such the weakness of Hoshea’s government at Samaria, that there was no power to resist or stop this overthrow of images and altars until they had utterly destroyed them all. No doubt these images and altars were again restored in Ephraim and Manasseh, for those tribes persisted in their sinful practices until, in the sixth year of Hezekiah, Samaria was taken, and the ten tribes were carried into exile. 2 Kings 18:10.



Verse 2 

REORGANIZATION OF THE LEVITES, 2 Chronicles 31:2-21.

2. The priests and the Levites after their courses — The suspension of the temple service by Ahaz had disarranged the courses and work of the Levites, and so it behoved Hezekiah to re-organize these courses according to the divisions and arrangements which David had made. 1 Chronicles 23:6; 1 Chronicles 24:1. 

In the gates of the tents of the Lord — Literally, in the gates of the camps of Jehovah; that is, the gates leading to the temple and its courts. The courts and chambers of the temple are spoken of as a fortified camp, even a group of camps, in which Jehovah’s ministers constantly watched and worshipped.



Verse 3 

3. The king’s portion of his substance — That tithe or share of his revenue which it was deemed proper for the king to contribute for the maintenance of the regular worship. Hezekiah made himself no exception, but rather made himself an example for others by contributing his full share of lambs, bullocks, flour, oil, etc., (compare 2 Chronicles 32:28-29,) which were required in the continual and special services according to the law.



Verse 4 

4. The portion of the priests and the Levites — That which was secured to them by the provisions of the law. Numbers 18:9-24.



Verse 6 

6. Laid them by heaps — Literally, gave heaps, heaps; that is, they brought and laid them in many heaps or piles.



Verse 7 

7. The foundation of the heaps — The beginning of the piles, or collections, of corn, wine, and oil. They began to heap up their stores of material for the continual service.



Verse 11 

11. Prepare chambers in… house of the Lord — Probably the side chambers described in 1 Kings 6:5-10 had been formerly used for similar purposes, but having been disused for some time they needed special preparation to fit them for storing the abundance of the offerings that had been brought, and laid in heaps.

2 Chronicles 31:12-19 treat of the storing and distribution of the tithes and dedicated things. We note the chronicler’s peculiar care to record the names of those charged with these Levitical duties.



Verse 14 

14. The porter toward the east — The chief Levite who was stationed at the east gate. 1 Chronicles 26:14; 1 Chronicles 26:17. 

The oblations of the Lord — Such parts of the offerings as belonged to the priests. Leviticus 2:3; Leviticus 2:10; Leviticus 7:14. 

The most holy things — See Leviticus 7:1; Leviticus 7:6.



Verse 15 

15. In the cities of the priests — The Levitical cities of the realm. 

To give to their brethren by courses — To distribute regularly to the priests and Levites in their several cities such portions of the tithes contributed by the king and people as belonged to them. “The most holy things” could be distributed and eaten only in the holy place; (Leviticus 7:6;) but other things for the sustenance of the priests and their families were distributed at their cities. 

To the great as to the small — That is, the older and the younger.



Verse 16 

16. This verse should be translated thus: Except the register of males from three years old and upward, belonging to all such as had come to the house of Jehovah, to the daily portion for their service in their offices, according to their courses. That is, the sons three years old and upward of those priests who went to Jerusalem to serve their course, usually accompanied their fathers, and ate their daily portions with them in the holy place, so that no distribution was made in the Levitical cities for those who were at the time on service at the temple.

The exact grammatical construction of 2 Chronicles 31:17-19 is not clear, but the meaning of the writer seems to connect itself with the phrase in 2 Chronicles 31:15 rendered “in their set office.” The six Levites there named were set in the cities of the priests, not merely “to give,” or distribute what belonged to the priests and Levites, but also to attend “to the genealogy of the priests by the house of their fathers, and the Levites from twenty years old and upward,” (2 Chronicles 31:17,) “and to the genealogy of all their little ones,” etc., (2 Chronicles 31:18,) and also to attend to all similar matters appertaining to “the sons of Aaron the priests.” 2 Chronicles 31:19. Thus did king Hezekiah succeed in making all practicable arrangements for the permanent organization and support of the priestly and Levitical orders.

32 Chapter 32 

Verse 1 

SENNACHERIB’S INVASION AND DEFEAT, 2 Chronicles 32:1-23.

1. And the establishment thereof — Literally, and this truth; allusion to the “good and right and truth,” (2 Chronicles 31:20,) which Hezekiah wrought. 

Sennacherib… came — 2 Chronicles 32:1-8 are to be understood of Sennacherib’s first invasion of Judah, and are parallel with 2 Kings 18:13-16, where see notes. A comparison of the two passages will show that this is largely supplementary to Kings, informing us of the provision Hezekiah made for defending his capital against the Assyrian invader.



Verse 3 

3. To stop the waters of the fountains which were without the city — The object was thereby to distress the enemy, by preventing him from obtaining water near the city. He probably not only hid the springs from view, but drew off the water by secret aqueducts into the city.



Verse 4 

4. The brook that ran through the midst of the land is probably the Gihon, and the work wrought on it identical with what is more fully described in 2 Chronicles 32:30. See also 2 Kings 20:20, note.



Verse 5 

5. The wall that was broken — What particular part of the walls, and when and how they were broken, is not told. Rawlinson suggests that they had fallen by neglect and carelessness in the reign of Ahaz, or by the natural process of decay, and were hastily repaired with the ruins of neighbouring houses. Isaiah 22:10. 

Raised it up to the towers — The Hebrew text reads, literally, he brought up upon the towers, but the meaning is obscure. The text seems to be defective, and the most plausible emendation is, he raised up towers upon it; that is, he built towers upon the wall. Perhaps he merely fortified the towers which Uzziah had built. 2 Chronicles 26:9. 

Another wall without — Thought by some to be the wall of the lower city, but the reference is uncertain. 

Millo — The ancient fortress or rampart which David built on Zion. See note on 2 Samuel 5:11.



Verse 6 

6. The street of the gate of the city — This is indefinite, but may most naturally be understood of a broad open space in front of the principal gate of the city, perhaps the northern gate, or “gate of Ephraim.” 2 Kings 14:13; Nehemiah 8:16. 

Spake comfortably — Encouragingly. Compare chap. 2 Chronicles 30:22, note. Hezekiah’s words of faith and encouragement, as here given, do not well accord with his submission and payment of treasure to the invader, as recorded in 2 Kings 18:14-16. But the records are by no means contradictory. Together they furnish a lesson of human weakness. The people for awhile were encouraged by Hezekiah’s words, (2 Chronicles 32:8,) but when Sennacherib had captured “all the fenced cities of Judah,” (2 Kings 18:13,) they probably became disheartened, and Hezekiah himself trembled for the safety of his capital, and was glad to hire the invader to depart.

2 Chronicles 32:9-23 are a brief summary of the events of Sennacherib’s second invasion. This is much more fully detailed in 2 Kings 18:17-19; 2 Kings 18:37, where see notes. The rest of the chapter (2 Chronicles 32:24-33) is also an abbreviation of what is more fully recorded in 2 Kings 20.



Verse 27 

27. Pleasant jewels — Rather, precious vessels. The reference may be to jewels or to splendid furniture.



Verse 28 

28. Cotes for flocks — Rather, flocks for the stalls. He not only provided stalls for cattle, but cattle for the stalls.



Verse 33 

33. In the chiefest of the sepulchres — Or, in the ascent of the sepulchres of the sons of David — This may mean either a slope or ascent leading to the royal sepulchre, or some elevation above the sepulchre — a higher place than that where the other kings were buried. Perhaps there was no more room in the sepulchre of David.

33 Chapter 33 

Verse 11 

11. The captains of the host of the king of Assyria — This king of Assyria was Esar-haddon, the son and successor of Sennacherib. This we learn from the statement that they carried him to Babylon, for Esar-haddon was the only Assyrian monarch, so far as we can find, who had a palace and held his court at Babylon. Also, in an inscription now in the British Museum, Esar-haddon says: “I transported into Assyria men and women innumerable. I counted among the vassals of my realm twelve kings of Syria, beyond the mountains, Balou, king of Tyre, Minasi, king of Judah,” etc. The king himself seems not to have been present in person at the capture of Manasseh, but left it to the management of the captains of his host. 

Took Manasseh among the thorns — Rather, took him with hooks; an ignominious and humiliating mode of dealing with a distinguished and offensive captive, which prevailed among the Assyrians. See 2 Kings 19:28, note. 

Bound him with fetters — Hebrew, with double brass. See note on Judges 16:21. It was this bitter treatment that speedily led the captive king to humble himself before God, and repent of his sins.



Verse 13 

13. Brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom — Ewald suggests that this restoration of Manasseh was done by Esar-haddon’s successor, as an act of clemency at the beginning of his reign; just as Evil-merodach signalized the beginning of his reign with an act of kindness to the captive Jehoiachin. 2 Kings 25:27-30. But whether restored by Esar-haddon or his successor, Manasseh was so effectually humiliated that the king anticipated from him no further trouble.



Verse 14 

14. He built a wall without the city of David — A wall on the north side of the city, (as we infer from the description that follows,) where besieging armies pitched their camps, and where, accordingly, there was need of the strongest possible fortifications. Whether this was a new wall, first built by Manasseh, or the repair and strengthening of an older one, cannot be positively determined, but the expression built a wall, points rather to the erection of a new wall. 

On the west side of Gihon — Rather, westward to Gihon, in the valley. The description seems to begin from the centre of the northern wall, and pass first westward to the valley, (either of Gihon, which was the northern part of the Hinnom valley, or of that branch of the Tyropoeon which begins near the modern Yaffa gate,) and then eastward even to the entering in at the fish gate, which was near the northeast corner of the ancient city. Nehemiah 3:3, note. 

Compassed about Ophel — The southern slope of Moriah, on whose wall Jotham had “built much.” See note on 2 Chronicles 27:8. Manasseh strengthened and completed this work of his great-grandfather. 

Raised it up a very great height — This wall, as exposed by modern excavations at Jerusalem, is found at present to be over seventy feet in height. “Upward of fifty shafts,” says Captain Warren, “were sunk about Ophel in search of the wall. Eight of these shafts were in connexion with the line of wall which is now found to extend as far as seven hundred feet from the first tower in a southeasterly direction along the eastern ridge of Ophel.”



Verse 18 

18. His prayer unto his God — This seems to have been a memorable document, and worthy of record in the royal annals, but it has not been preserved. The apocryphal “Prayer of Manasseh” is later and spurious. 

The words of the seers — The warnings and rebukes which certain unnamed seers or prophets of his time uttered against the king. A specimen is given in 2 Kings 21:10-15.



Verse 19 

19. His prayer also — The same prayer referred to in the previous verse. The writer simply adds in this verse that the prayer and other things concerning Manasseh were also written among the sayings of the seers — Our translators took this to be a general reference to several well-known prophetical works which contained accounts of Manasseh’s reign, for the Hebrew word is the same as that rendered seers in the preceding verse. But the form of the word is different, and to sustain the common version we must assume a textual error, and read החזים instead of חוזי. For this there is no external authority, and we have no other instance of such a general reference to written authorities. Whenever the chronicler refers to a written document he always mentions its author. Hence most modern critics take חוזי as a proper name, Chozai, (or Hosai, as in the margin,) and understand that the acts of Manasseh were written by one named Hozai, of whom, however, we have no other mention.

2 Chronicles 33:21-25 describe the reign of Amon, but add nothing of importance to the account in 2 Kings 21:19-26, where see notes.

34 Chapter 34 

Verse 6 

6. Cities of Manasseh, and Ephraim, and Simeon, even unto Naphtali — The northern kingdom having been long since broken up, and the new colonists from the East having no power or special care to hinder him, Josiah probably met with no great opposition in overthrowing “all the idols throughout all the land of Israel.” 2 Chronicles 34:7. 

With their mattocks — Margin, with their mauls; others, with their swords. Furst connects the phrase with “burnt the bones” in the preceding verse, and then renders the phrase “in their palatial resting-places,” that is, their princely graves or mausoleums. Gesenius adopts the Kethib, and renders “he proved their houses,” that is, examined the houses of the idolaters. But we incline to the view of Bertheau, who adopts the Keri, and points it thus בהרבתיהם : the meaning then is, as the same word is translated in Psalms 109:10, in their desolate places, or, in their ruins. Josiah overthrew idolatry in the cities named, which were many of them in ruins, and all of them, perhaps, might have been spoken of as desolate places. But notwithstanding their ruin, many signs of their old idolatry remained.

The remainder of the chapter (2 Chronicles 34:8-33) is substantially identical with 2 Kings 22:3-20; 2 Kings 23:1-3, where see notes.



Verse 11 

11. To floor — Margin, to rafter. Gesenius, to furnish with beams. Furst, to build up. Our version, to floor, probably expresses the sense as nearly as any. The houses which the kings of Judah (Amon and Manasseh) had destroyed are to be understood of the houses and chambers of the priests in the temple and its courts.



Verse 12 

12. All that could skill of instruments — The word skill in the sense here intended is obsolete; we should render, all that were skilled in instruments of music.


Verse 13 

13. Of the Levites… scribes — On the ancient office of the scribe, see note on 2 Samuel 8:17. “Here,” says Rawlinson, “we have come to a new state of things — an order of scribes, forming a distinct division of the Levitical body, has been instituted. It has been well observed, that though the class-term is first found in this passage, the class itself probably originated in the reign of Hezekiah. When that monarch employed men to copy out the uncollected proverbs of Solomon, (Proverbs 25:1,) a class of scribes must have been instituted. It is probably to the rise of this class that we are indebted for the preservation of so many prophecies belonging to Hezekiah’s time, while the works of almost all previous prophets — Ahijah, Iddo, Shemaiah, Jehu the son of Hanani, and probably many others — have perished.”



Verse 33 

33. All his days they departed not from… the Lord — He succeeded in keeping down all open idolatry, but he did not root its evil leaven out of the hearts of all the people. See the note at 2 Kings 23:25.

35 Chapter 35 

Verse 1 

1. Fourteenth day of the first month — The time prescribed in the law, (Exodus 13:6; Leviticus 23:5,) and thus unlike the passover of Hezekiah. 2 Chronicles 30:2.



Verse 2 

2. Set the priests in their charges — Arranged them according to their several divisions, or classes, and indicated the duties for which each class would be held responsible.



Verse 3 

3. The Levites that taught all Israel — Certain Levites were especially intrusted with the work of teaching the people the law of God. 2 Chronicles 17:9. 

Which were holy unto the Lord — None but holy and consecrated ones could properly approach to or bear the ark. 

Put the holy ark in the house — When and how the ark had been removed from its proper place in the temple is not recorded. Keil’s explanation, that the words do not mean a material moving of the ark, but are to be understood in the sense of “Overlook, leave it in the temple, for you are no longer to carry it on your shoulders,” is far from satisfactory, and amounts to no more than “Leave it in the place where it has hitherto stood;” a sense which he himself admits the words cannot bear. Equally untenable is the rabbinical opinion, that the words are a command to remove the ark to some subterranean chamber of the temple, where it might be safe in case the temple were destroyed. The words clearly imply that the ark had, for some reason, been removed from its proper place in the oracle, or holy of holies, which Solomon the son of David king of Israel did build; and most interpreters suppose that this had taken place during the godless reign of Amon, or, perhaps, of Manasseh, when it was removed either by them to make room for idolatrous statues, or by some pious priests and Levites in order to protect it from profanation and destruction. The latter supposition is the more probable, for as the book of the law, whose proper place was in the ark, had been removed and hidden in a secret place of the temple, so the ark itself may also have been concealed. 

It shall not be a burden upon your shoulders — The Levites, perhaps, had the impression that it would be appropriate, and in keeping with most ancient usage, to bear the ark about the temple and its courts at the passover; but Josiah reminded them that since Solomon had built a settled place for the ark to abide in, it was no longer to be borne about.



Verse 4 

4. According to the writing of David… and… of Solomon — A written arrangement of the families and courses of the Levites which had been made by David and Solomon. Comp. 2 Chronicles 8:14.



Verse 7 

7. Josiah gave… lambs and kids… and three thousand bullocks — The lambs and kids were for the paschal feast, (comp. Exodus 12:5,) and the bullocks for an additional freewill offering, and for sacrificial meals during the seven days of the feast.



Verse 8 

8. His princes gave willingly — That is, as appears in the sequel, the priestly and Levitical princes; the former giving to the priests, the latter to the Levites. As the king contributed of the flock all the lambs and kids for the passover offerings, (2 Chronicles 35:7,) the gifts of the princes must have been, like the king’s offering of bullocks, for the freewill offerings and various sacrificial meals. Compare the account of Hezekiah’s passover, 2 Chronicles 30:13-26.



Verse 12 

12. They removed the burnt offerings — That is, removed from the slain animals such portions as were to be offered on the altar. “The burnt offerings here,” says Bertheau, “can only mean such portions of the paschal lamb as were to be burned upon the altar of burnt offerings; no doubt the same parts as were cut off and burned in the case of sheep and goats when they were offered as thank offerings. Leviticus 2:6-16. As those portions were burned in precisely the same manner as the burnt offerings, (Leviticus 1:9; Leviticus 1:17; Leviticus 3:11; Leviticus 3:16,) they might very well be called העלה, the burnt offering, so that this word is used here in the sense of אשׁה, offering, or sacrifice in general. This explanation is confirmed by the words at the end of the verse, and so did they with the oxen . The oxen themselves, therefore, were not offered as burnt offerings, but the parts appointed were cut off and burned, the rest of the flesh being cooked and eaten.” 2 Chronicles 35:13.



Verse 18 

18. No passover like to that — Many passovers had been held in Israel since the days of Samuel, but none so memorable as this one. There was such a solemnity attending it, and such a careful adherence to the directions of the law, and so many representatives of the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel… and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and withal, it was so preceded and followed by a dark record of national apostasy and sin, that it was remembered in Israelitish history as a most bright and blessed ray of light that had streamed through the thick darkness of the deepening night of Judah’s decline and fall.

The account of Josiah’s death (2 Chronicles 35:20-27) is somewhat more fully given here than in Kings, but the principal differences have been sufficiently noted at 2 Kings 23:26-30.



Verse 21 

21. God commanded me to make haste — This message of Necho to Josiah is preserved only by the chronicler, and is specially interesting as coming from a heathen king. Some have thought that Necho here referred to some prophecy of Jeremiah, (compare 1 Esdras 1:28,) or of some other prophet. But the words are appropriate in the mouth of a monotheistic sovereign, who regarded himself as a favourite of heaven. In an inscription of an Egyptian king of about this period occur the following words, as translated by the Revelation Canon Cook: “Didst thou not know that the Divine shade was over me? I have not acted without his knowledge; he commanded my acts.”



Verse 25 

25. The lamentations — See Introduction.

36 Chapter 36 

Verse 21 

21. The word of the Lord by… Jeremiah — Jeremiah 25:9-12; Jeremiah 29:10; and the note on Ezra 1:1. 

Until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths — See Leviticus 26:34-35; Leviticus 26:43. We need not assume that the observance of the sabbatic years had been neglected exactly seventy times in succession, or for the period of four hundred and ninety years preceding this exile. But it is probable that during the thousand years between Moses and the Babylonish exile as many as seventy sabbatic years had been neglected, and, at last, judgment that had seemed to slumber long, exacted all.

THE PROCLAMATION OF CYRUS, 2 Chronicles 36:22-23.

For exposition of these verses, see notes on Ezra 1:1-4.

As the books of Kings end with a notice of Jehoiachin’s release from prison, thus shedding a ray of light on Judah’s future, (see note on 2 Kings 25:30,) so these Chronicles close with a recital of the proclamation of Cyrus, the Lord’s anointed shepherd, of whom Isaiah (Isaiah 44:28; Isaiah 45:1) had prophesied long years before as “saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built, and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.” It was a sound of grace, the trumpet blast that shook the dry bones of fallen Israel, (Ezekiel 37:1-14,) and raised the nation to a new and purer life. It was the opening of a new age, and our author felt he could not close his work without directing the eye of his reader across the dark gulf of his people’s exile to the dawn of a brighter era.

